LETTER FROM LEBANON

OcToBER 17

CAUSE the population of the
BERepublic of Lebanon is almost
evenly divided between Christians

and Moslems, the country has sometimes
been referred to as “an uneasy com-
promise” by experts on Middle Eastern
politics, but when I arrived in Beirut,
the capital, one afternoon not long ago,
the uneasy compromise seemed to exist
chiefly between the city’s motorists and
pedestrians. Demoniacal automobilists,
stampeding through the narrow streets,
may or may not have been doing all they
could to keep from bowling over the
pedestrians in their path, but it was quite
clear that the pedestrians, scattering like
hens before the oncoming machines,
were doing all zhey could to keep from
being tagged. The compromise between
the two factions seemed to be that the
drivers generally stayed off the side-
walks and the pedestrians did not lynch
the drivers. A taxi ride in Beirut ani-
mates the sluggish and prostrates the
nervous. Many of the city’s winding,
sharply graded alleys are so narrow that
two laden mules can barely pass each
other. The streets were not built to
accommodate the magnificent confec-
tions of Detroit, many of which are here
used as taxis. Unfortunately, one Aas to
take taxis to get things done, the city
being large and the archaic
French field-telephone sys-
tem usually inoperative.
During my first few days in
Beirut, I was driven about
by various cheerful lunatics,
who passed other cars when
a third car was approaching
from the opposite direction;
coasted down all hills with
the ignition off, on the the-
ory that new brake lining
is less expensive than gas; !
ignored all animate or in- ['(
animate objects in their path
as long as there was an inch
of freeboard; rarely used their brakes un-
less they wanted to come to a complete
stop, on the theory that brake lining is
expensive, after all; never held the steer-
ing wheel with more than two fingers;
and were vociferously contemptuous of
streetcars, wriggling between and
around them at full speed, even though
streetcars, the dreadnoughts of Beirut’s
street battle, are considered to have an
unfair advantage in width and weight.
Perhaps the most astonishing feat of
stunt driving was performed by a
swarthy, dynamic, alert-looking young
man I engaged one day, who customar-

ily kept one hand on the horn and used
the other to emphasize his over-the-
shoulder comments to me on the rotten
state of affairs in Lebanon; he spoke
good English, which he brightened up
with French exclamations. Roaring
down a street so narrow that it would
have been one-way in any more re-
strained city, he started to pass a big
American car on a blind curve. The
other car refused to be passed and gave
battle. At that moment, a streetcar rock-
eted around the curve, heading straight
for us. My driver tooted his horn and
the motorman jangled his bell, but nei-
ther one condescended to slacken speed.
There was only one way out, and my
driver took it, showing admirable split-
second reflexes. He pulled the wheel
sharply to the left in a turn of almost
ninety degrees, and propelled the car
into the driveway of an apartment house
that Allah had put there to save our lives.
The driveway was about four inches
wider than the car. There was a sicken-
ing scrape and lurch, and I instinctively
shut my eyes. When I opened them,
the car was standing still in the drive-
way, one front wheel on the bottom step
of a stoop. A matronly woman was sit-
ting on the top step, surrounded by four
small children, who were screaming at
the top of their lungs. Behind us, the
streetcar raced by, jangling
merrily. The driver salut-
ed the matronly lady with
perfect poise and appeased
the screaming kids by dis-
tributing candied  fruit,
which he must have kept
handy for just such emer-
gencies. He gave me areas-
suring wave of the hand,
put the car in reverse, and,
without bothering to look
right, left, or behind, shot
backward out into the
street. When I regained
the power of speech, I
asked him how long he had been driv-
ing. “Since December, 1945,” he said,
and passed back a bundle of driver’s
licenses for my inspection. ‘“Never had
an accident.” He spat out the window
three times in deference to superstition.
I hired him on the spot for the rest of
my stay in Lebanon.

His name was Ali. He was a first-
generation motorist in his late thirties
and had grown up in a village in the
mountains. His family was poor in those
days, owning a small house, a few mul-
berry trees and goats, and a mule. The
sudden transition from the mule’s halter
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to the steering wheel of a big car must
have been bewildering, and Ali had not
quite recovered from it. He was clearly
trying to compensate for his unmotor-
ized childhood, and he liked to refer to
himself as “the best driver in Lebanon,
which has the best drivers on earth.” He
was pleased when I admitted that
Lebanese drivers are even faster than
Russian jeep drivers. I once suggested
that he connect his horn to the ignition,
so he could have a constant blare, but
he said nonsense, banging on the horn
kept him awake.

Ali’s car was a sleek ’52 Buick that
belonged to an uncle of his who lived
in Bakersfield, California. The uncle
had sent the car ahead to Beirut a few
months before and was expected to ar-
rive soon himself by air. “He’s going
to build himself a ten-thousand-dollar
house up in the mountains and retire,”
Ali said. Many Lebanese Americans
come home to retire, perhaps because
they never wanted to leave their home-
land in the first place; Lebanon is a
beautiful, mountainous country on the
east coast of the Mediterranean, but it
has never had enough land under culti-
vation to feed its population, which is
steadily increasing anyway. Since the
late nineties, Lebanon has been forced
to export people as other countries export
goods. An average of fifteen thousand
people now leave every year. Because
of their fear of their Turkish masters
prior to the First World War, many
Lebanese who might have moved from
the mountains to the rich plains of
Bekda and Akkar, where the annual
rainfall is thirty-five inches and enough
food could be grown to support every-
one, stayed in the security of the moun-
tains or else went abroad. During that
war, an estimated hundred and fifty
thousand Lebanese perished, as a result
of hunger, disease, and Ottoman per-
secution. Dread of the prosperous but
mortally exposed plains persists today;
the population density is a hundred and
ten to the square kilometre in the
protective wilderness of the ten-thou-
sand-foot Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon
Mountains and only thirty to the square
kilometre on the defenseless plains.
The current population is 1,300,000.
There are three times as many Leb-
anese in foreign lands as there are
within the borders of Lebanon. De-
troit and Sio Paulo have bigger Leb-
anese populations than any Lebanese
city except Beirut. In Detroit, the Leb-
anese (often inaccurately referred to
as “Syrians”) are esteemed for their
mechanical aptitude. In New York,
they control a large part of the lace-
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and-embroidery business. Almost every
Lebanese either has lived abroad or in-
tends to.

The export of people has paid off
handsomely. Lebanese in foreign coun-
tries maill a substantial part of their
earnings to the folks in their native
villages. The family and the vil-
lage are the anchors of a Lebanese’s life,
no matter where he may be living.
To the world at large, Dr. Charles
Malik is Lebanon’s brilliant representa-
tive at the United Nations, but to his
fellow-Lebanese he is still just a boy
from the village of Bitirram. I know
a Lebanese from the village of Lala
who has lived in Illinois almost forty
years but still gives all his sentimen-
tal allegiance to Lala. Remittances
from overseas now account for a large
share of Lebanon’s national income;
in fact, whole villages sometimes live
on the money that comes from relatives
abroad.

Elderly Lebanese who return to the
land of their fathers rarely fail to bring
along the latest, fastest, shiniest model
of an American car. Anything but a
really resplendent vehicle would cause
a serious loss of face in one’s village,
where the people know a lot about
automobiles. If the car becomes too
great an expense, it is often sent down
to Beirut to be a taxi. Beirut is the
only city on earth where I have seen
custom-built Cadillacs, Lincolns, and
Chryslers used as taxis. There are far
more taxis than customers. The Leb-
anese say that “Lebanon is not a coun-
try but a garage.” They say it with
pride or bitterness, depending on wheth-
er they hit and run or run not to be
hit.

The Lebanese government refuses
to publish statistics of automobile ac-
cidents. Officials say, vaguely and op-
timistically, that the rate is “surprising-
ly, low.” Beirut’s newspapers rarely
bother to report accidents unless a good
deal of blood has flowed. Only brief
mention is made of cars that fall off
the three-thousand-foot precipices in
the mountains. Evidence of an acci-
dent is quickly removed. Lebanon’s
towing-truck system is efficient and na-
tionwide, and is sparked by a patriotic
sense of duty; even pedestrians, mind-
ful of Lebanon’s reputation as a ga-
rage, lend a hand in cleaning up the
debris and quietly notifying the next of
kin.

Prospective drivers in Lebanon must
pass tests so difficult that few foreign
residents dare take them. The ones who
do, and pass them, soon find they can’t
stand the pace, and turn the wheel over
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to a Lebanese chauffeur with steelier
nerves. There are different tests for
taxi-drivers, truck drivers, “gentlemen
drivers,” and motorcyclists. Ali had
passed them all. “One of the tests is to
drive five hundred yards at forty miles
an hour between two taut ropes that
leave you a clearance of five inches on
each side,” he told me. “Then you have
to back up along the same course. If
one of your fenders touches the rope,
you’re finished, and you can’t take the
test again for a year.”

Ali had never owned a car himself—
what with customs duty and ocean
freight and commissions, a new Chev-
rolet costs thirty-five hundred dollars
in Beirut and a new Cadillac comes as
high as seven thousand, and he wouldn’t
have been happy with a drab second-
hand car—but by driving a taxi for
three years he had managed to save
enough money to buy part of a license
plate. In Lebanon, license plates are
bought and sold like any commercial
commodity. The government will not
increase the number of license plates in
circulation, on the ground that any in-
crease in the number of vehicles might
both decimate the populace and com-
pletely clog the country’s roads. As a
consequence, the price of a license plate
has been bid up until one now costs
more than nine thousand Lebanese
pounds—almost three thousand dollars.
When Ali’s uncle sent his car over to be
stored pending his arrival, Ali and two
friends, both chauffeurs, pooled their
savings and bought a license plate. Now
they use the uncle’s car as a taxi, unbe-
knownst to the uncle. Between the three
of them, they drive the car twenty-four
hours a day, in the noble spirit of Leba-
nese free enterprise. Their rates are
variable, depending on the passengers’
bargaining abilities. All three of them,
in common with most other Lebanese
motorists, feel a great admiration for
the United States—an admiration that
may well be rooted in the ever-increas-
ing size and speed of American cars.
There is some anti-American feel-
ing among Lebanese pedestrians, but
their hostility never reaches the vio-
lent pitch of anti-Americanism that one

finds in the other Middle Eastern
countries.
Toward the end of the Second

World War, when automobiles were
scarce and license plates sold for
as little as a hundred dollars, one of
Ali’s friends bought up twenty plates.
On this investment of two thou-
sand dollars, the friend has become a
millionaire, owning a fleet of twenty
taxis. He is an object of reverence in
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Beirut, where business acumen is both
honored and a necessity of life. The
Lebanese, partly descended from the an-
cient Phoenicians, have always had to
trade to survive. Their little country,
hardly a third the size of Maryland,
has negligible mineral resources, no
oil, no hydroelectric power. Accord-
ing to all economic laws, Lebanon
should be bankrupt. Actually, it has
the highest standard of living of all
the Middle Eastern states, and the low-
est rate of illiteracy. Almost eighty
.per cent of the Lebanese can read and
write, compared to an average ten
per cent elsewhere in the Arab world.
At the latest count, Beirut, a city of three
hundred and fifty thousand people, had
thirty-five daily newspapers. Most are
short on news and long on views. There
is no outright censorship, but personal
attacks on the President and members
of the government are not permitted.
Lebanon 1s the most civilized and the
most advanced Middle Eastern coun-
try, and the least violent in political
matters, although it borders on, and
was once administratively ' connected
with, Syria, the most violent one. There
is little resemblance between the re-
sentful, high-strung Syrians and the
lighthearted, business-minded Leb-
anese, both of whom were under French
mandate from 1920 to 1941. (Al-
though the mandate officially ended in
1941, the French did not get around to
evacuating their troops until 1946.)
Lebanon, a member of the Arab
League, is often criticized by its fellow-
members for a lack of militant national-
ism and for engaging in brisk, clandes-
tine trade with Israel, by way of Cyprus.
As members of the League, the Leba-
nese were forced to join the official
Arab boycott against Israel, but by
temperament they are more con-
cerned with trade than with politics.
Lebanon is the only Arab League na-
tion that lets ships bound for Israel
pass through its waters. It would trade
openly with Israel if it were not afraid
of incurring the wrath of Egypt, which
might cut off its tourist traffic to Leb-
anon.

Tourism has become a major source
of income for Beirut, which has one of
the most beautiful harbors in the world,
with mountains rising almost directly
behind it. Tts white steel-and-con-
crete apartment houses, its modern
hotels, its beaches, promenades, and
palm trees, and its pine-studded moun-
tains make it look like a somewhat
seedy Oriental annex of the French
Riviera or of southern California.
(Beirut is on the same parallel as Los
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Angeles.) It is popular with the men
of the American Sixth Fleet, stationed
in the Mediterranean, for its wide-open
waterfront dives and their complaisant
ladies. Beirut’s geographical position on
the fringe of the Middle East’s much-
disputed oil area, as well as its pleasant
living conditions, has attracted many ad-
venturers and promoters. The atmos-
phere is French. The French are still
bitterly resented in Syria, but they have
made an astonishing comeback in Leb-
anon. It is sometimes said that their
influence is stronger now than it ever
was during the mandate. The French
control banking, industry, and the public
utilities, and have a strong cultural and
culinary influence. The Comédie-
Francaise gives performances in Beirut,
French authors lecture there on the
greatness of France, the Paris estab-
lishments of la haute couture send their
shows there, and the city has the only
genuine French restaurants and French
shops east of Menton.

Nowadays, Lebanese boosters refer
to their country as the Switzerland of the
Orient. The mountains behind Beirut
are dotted with rustic hotels and resorts.
Lebanon’s mild climate, fine beaches,
ski lifts, and scenic panoramas (only
a few hundred of the famous cedars of
Lebanon—some of which King Solo-
mon used for the construction of his
great temple—are left, however, most-
ly in sacred groves; the others were
chopped down under the Ottoman re-
gime) have become popular with afflu-
ent sheiks from Saudi Arabia to Libya,
and with American and European em-
ployees of the big oil companies in the
Persian Gulf area. Beirut’s Allenby
Street has almost as many travel agen-
cies as Zurich’s Bahnhofstrasse. The
Lebanese have built the largest airport
in the Middle East in Khalde, just out-
side Beirut—a thirty-million-dollar
complex of hangars and runways, which
has already seriously affected business
at the airports of Cairo and Damascus;
many airlines now prefer Beirut to
other stopovers, where political unrest
might discourage passenger traffic.

Like the Swiss, who have prospered
in spite of their country’s almost com-
plete lack of natural resources, the Leb-
anese have become not only enthusiastic
hotelkeepers but enthusiastic money-
changers. In Beirut, one can deal freely
in any currency, and import and export,
buy and sell, deposit and withdraw gold
in any form, without restriction. The
city is now the biggest gold market be-
tween Tangier and Bombay. Although
the Lebanese pound is linked to the
French franc—the bank of issue is the
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private, French-owned Banque de Syrie
et du Liban—it rarely follows the
franc’s fluctuations.

NEXT to automobile racing, the
favorite pastime of the Lebanese
is criticizing their government. Ali and
his friends, as well as practically every
other Lebanese I have met here, are ar-
dent detractors of the government lead-
ers. A local student of history rational-
ized this attitude for me. “Under the
Turks and, later, under the French, it
was considered patriotic and smart to
criticize the men in charge, because they
were foreigners,” he said. “It hasn’t
quite filtered down into the people’s
consciousness that nowadays the men
in charge are Lebanese. After the people
have dreamed of independence for
thousands of years, it takes more than
six years of its actual existence to make
it seem real to them.” Lebanese school
children still memorize the names of
the rulers of their country as American
school children memorize the names of
the Presidents. Among those rulers were
the Phoenicians, Sargon I of Babylon,
Shamshi-Adad I of Assyria, Subiluliuma
the Hittite, Rameses II, Nebuchadnez-
zar, Artaxerxes, Darius III, Alexander
the Great, Antigonus, Andromachus,
Memnon, Pompey, Augustus, Helio-
gabalus, Hadrian, Quirinius, Apollo-
dorus, Valerianus, Diocletian, Constan-
tine, Julian, Heraclitus, Belisarius, the
Omayads, the Abbasids, the Seljuks, the
Templars, the Hospitalers, Tamerlane,
Selim I, the Druses, the Kaimacams, the
Mutessarifs, the Turkish governors,
Generals Allenby, Gouraud, Catroux,
and Wilson, and many, many others.
For five thousand years, the Lebanese
have been understandably skeptical
about the advantages of foreign rule.

Suspicion of outside interest in Leb-
anon crops up in the most unexpected
ways. When the United States offered
Lebanon help under Point Four, the
first reaction was hostile and cynical.
By and large, the Lebanese refused to
believe the motivations behind Point
Four were as lofty and idealistic as
President Truman had stated. “What’s
in it for you?” the Lebanese, firm be-
lievers in the profiteering system, would
ask the American officials charged with
setting up Point Four. The Americans
would answer, truthfully, that the aim
of the program was to raise the standard
of living in underdeveloped areas of the
world and thereby create political sta-
bility. The Lebanese remained uncon-
vinced, and it was not until Secretary
Acheson talked of American “hard-
headed self-interest” in the program
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Charles Edward's personal liqueur,
Drambuie is famous for its unique
dry flavour and exquisite
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a DRAM¥* of

DRAMBUIE
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pocket tool and
auto kits ever
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handy for any
emergency at
home, in the car,
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hunting, etc.
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forged and prop-
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mous  French
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x 514”. Attrac-
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cluded. Great-
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Satisfaction guaranteed.
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Retailers’ and Distributors’ Inquiries Invited

SEABOARD STEEL CO.
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DEPT. NY11-8 - GENERAL MOTGRS BUILDING, NEW YORK 19

Producers of Progen Self-Tempering Alloy
and "Seaboard Special'® Red Label Steels.

BERMUDA CARRIAGE
BELL

The same two-
toned bell that
graces the quaint
. Bermuda carriages
makes a delight-
ful accessory for
your car. Easily
installed. 52"

in diameter...in
heavy nickel plate.

$8.95. No C.0.D.’s.

The Bermuda Shop
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that they sniffed an idea they could un-
derstand, and gave in. Now Point Four
is actively engaged in such projects as
the improvement of livestock, the im-
porting of hybrid corn, and the devel-
opment of new methods of harvesting
and marketing citrus fruits, which, aside
from population, are the only important
export of this agricultural country.
Other programs include an anti-malaria
campaign, classes for public-health
nurses, the improvement of water sup-
plies, the exchange of students, and a
major irrigation and electrification
scheme in arid southern Lebanon.
There, and in the far north, poverty is
severe, and the inhabitants of many of
the villages, unable to buy even rice, live
on lentils, bread, and curdled milk.
Communism is spreading rapidly in
these areas, which once were flowing
with Biblical milk and honey.

No religious census has been taken
in Lebanon since 1944, for everybody is
afraid the figures might show that the
Christians outnumber the Moslems, or
vice versa, which would upset the coun-
try’s delicate religious and political
balance. After the war with Israel, Leb-
anon was forced by the Arab League
to accept a hundred and thirty thousand
Moslem refugees from Palestine, and
this ten-per-cent increase in population
has the Christian groups worried for fear
Lebanon will become a Moslem coun-
try. Under Article 9 of the Lebanese
constitution, all citizens are guaranteed
freedom of worship, and all religions are
considered equal before the law. (The
constitution is modelled after the French
constitution, but the president has the
powers of an American president, rath-
er than those of the French president,
who is merely a figurehead.) Wherever
possible in politics, the Lebanese have
exercised the principle of uneasy com-
promise. Traditionally, the president is
a Christian and the prime minister is a
Sunni (Orthodox) Moslem. Actually,
the Christians have a slight edge in
political power and a somewhat greater
edge in education.

Among the Christians, the Maronites
are the largest sect, accounting for about
thirty per cent of the total population.
They use the Syriac liturgy and are linked
to the Vatican through the Eastern Con-
gregation. Other Christian sects are the
Greek Orthodox, the Greek Catholic,
the Roman Catholic, the Armenian
Orthodox, the Armenian Catholic, the
Syrian Orthodox, and the Syrian Cath-
olic, as well as various Protestant sects.
Among the Moslems are the Sunnis,
the Shiahs' (who split from the Sunnis
in the first century of Islam), the
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Druses, the Metawila, and the Nusairis.

The most important minority in the
country is sixty thousand Armenian
refugees who fled Turkey at the time
of the First World War and who still

live in dreadful poverty in the slums|

north of Beirut. Soviet-inspired agita-
tors have long tried to induce them to
follow ten thousand of their country-
men who have gone to the Soviet Union,
lured by the promise of a new Armenian
Soviet Republic—a promise that has not
been kept. A story is circulated of one
Armenian who arranged to let his
friends in Beirut know about life in
Russia by a photographic code. It was
agreed that a picture of him running
would mean that everything was just
wonderful; if the photograph showed
him walking, things would be fair; if it
showed him sitting, the situation was
terrible. A few months ago, the first
snapshot arrived in Beirut. It showed
the unhappy emigrant lying on the
ground, face down.

BEIRU’I‘ has two of the finest colleges

in the Middle East—the Uni-
versité de St. Joseph, which is operated
by French Jesuits, and the Amecrican
University of Beirut, known as the
Syrian Protestant College when it was
chartered, in 1863, under the laws
of the State of New York. (Most of
the money for its founding came from
New York, and most of the early trus-
tees were New Yorkers.) Under the
French mandate, the American Uni-
versity, a private institution, was often
discriminated against, and its diplomas
were not officially recognized in Leba-
non until 1933. The French were dis-
trustful of the American system of
education, and, being mostly Catholics,
of the University’s credo, which was
stated in 1871 by Dr. Daniel Bliss, its
first president:

This College is for all conditions and
classes of men without regard to color,
nationality, race, or religion. A man
white, black, or yellow; Christian, Jew,
Mohammedan, or heathen, may enter and
enjoy all the advantages of this institution
for three, four, or eight years, and go out
believing in one God, in many gods, or in
no God. But it will be impossible for any-
one to continue with us long without
knowing what we believe to be the truth
and our reasons for that belief.

By 1920, the University comprised
schools of arts and sciences, commerce,
medicine, pharmacy, and nursing, as
well as a hospital, a preparatory school,
and a school of dentistry, since dis-
continued. In 1936, another Ameri-
can college in the Middle East—Inter-
national College, in Izmir, Turkey—
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Our guest is snarled by his own yarn, dear!

Friend Bob is in an awkward spot He wishes he could hide or flee

He told a joke that no one “‘got.” And then—he smiles, delightedly!
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Of compliments to pay a guest. They're Hiram Walker’s—simply grand!

Creme de Cacao @ Hiram Walker

Discover what a fabulous flavor a chocolate liqueur can
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this creamy smooth liqueur, Hiram Walker uses selected
South American cacao—the world’s finest.
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moved to Beirut, became affiliated
with the University, and took over its
English-language preparatory school, its
French-language section secondaire,
and its Arabic elementary school.

The University’s campus is extraordi-
narily beautiful, consisting of more than
seventy acres of semitropical gardens
filled with flowers and pines, all over-
looking the blue Mediterranean. There
are athletic fields, swimming pools, and
fifty-odd buildings. The University’s
twenty-seven hundred students repre-
sent forty nationalities—including a
few Americans, whose families live in
the area—and twenty-one religious
groups, among them Sunni Moslems,
Shiahs, Druses, Jews, Bahais, Alawites,
and Confucians, in addition to various
Christian sects. The University has been
coéducational since 1924, when the
first women—seven in all, one of them
a Moslem—enrolled in the school of
arts and sciences. There are student
societies and a student council, a campus
paper, Outlook, and athletic competi-
tions. Medical students clean up slums
and work as internes in the interior of
the country, and the University clinics
serve about forty thousand patients a
year. Last year, the Ford Foundation
contributed five hundred thousand dol-
lars toward the establishment of an agri-
cultural school and experimental farm,
and a Point Four grant has enabled the
University to offer a hundred and twen-
ty-four Technical Codperation Admin-
istration fellowships in public health,
public administration, agriculture, en-
gineering, industrial chemistry, and
economics. The appointments to the
fellowships are made by the govern-
ments of Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Jor-
dan, Ethiopia, Aden, Eritrea, Libya,
and Liberia. All over the Arab world
there is great demand for graduates of
the University, particularly as educa-
tors, but teachers in this part of the
globe are paid as badly as anywhere
else, and many graduates take up
more lucrative careers in business and
politics.

The University does not “Ameri-
canize” its students; indeed, it is a hot-
bed of Arab nationalism. President
Stephen B. L. Penrose told me, “We
try to instill American ideals with-
out being dogmatic. We seek to create
in our students an appreciation of Chris~
tian life, but we have never attempted
conversion. Most of our students come
from countries that have had only a
few years of independence. They are
in a state of fermentation. We want
them to make a life principle of in-
tegrity. We want to build moral char-
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acter. Isn’t it more American to let
them say freely what they believe in than
to tell them what to believe?”’

URING warm weather, when

Beirut gets a little stickier than is
admitted in the travel ads (“The tem-
perature is never excessively high or
low”), everybody who has access to a car
drives into the mountains in the eve-
ning to enjoy the cool air and visit rela-
tives in the villages. Around five o’clock
of a hot afternoon, Lebanon’s motorized
populace engages in a brisk, sportsman-
like race up the narrow, daringly built,
often unpaved mountain roads that wind
and twist their way, in crazy hairpin
curves, from sea level to the slopes of
the eight-thousand-foot Djebel Sannine
and Djebel Kneisse. On one such eve-
ning, I made the trip with Ali and his
two business partners. As soon as we
had left the outskirts of Beirut, Ali really
stamped on the accelerator. He over-
took timid drivers on curves at the rims
of precipices and never looked back to
see if he had edged the other car over
the brink. He challenged two cars com-
ing at us abreast—one trying to pass
the other—and at the last minute shot
by them on the wrong side. We were
on the main road across the mountains
to Damascus, he told me, and added
that so many cars have fallen off the
road into the abysses that it is now con-
sidered safer to make the sixty-mile
trip by plane. I had been told that the
ride into the mountains offers mag-
nificent views of Beirut and the har-
bor, but I am unable to say whether it
does or not, having kept my eyes closed
most of the time. Ali was in great form
and was constantly urged to new
triumphs by his partners, both of them
enthusiastic advisers. He would sit
nonchalantly at the wheel, half turn
toward the back seat, where I was, to
point out village irrigation dams that
had been built by the Phoenicians and
were still being used; picturesque mon-
asteries; and houses owned by his rela-
tives. I never saw any of them. The
houses with tiled roofs, he said, belonged
to people who had members of their
family in America; houses of less privi-
leged Lebanese had roofs made of dried
earth. Every now and then, we would
stop at a roadside stand operated by a
cousin or an uncle. One sold American
soft drinks, cigarettes, and shaving
sticks, and another French perfumes
and English woollens.

Eventually we arrived at Al’s vil-
lage. His family lived in a substantial
stone house with a tiled roof, built with
the help of contributions from various

America’s
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relatives in California, Illinois, Indiana,
Cape Town, and Rio de Janeiro. It was
almost surrounded by olive and mul-
berry trees, and behind it was a terraced
vineyard enclosed by a sturdy stone wall.
In the divan—a central living room
with large bay windows—a group of
solemn, bearded brothers, uncles, cous-
ins, and friends were sitting, drinking

| arrak, a powerful, absinthelike liquid

made from dates. They got up and
shook hands with me, and an old man,
AlP’s father, said “Baytee, baytak”
(“My home is your home”). They had
been speaking Arabic, but when I came
in, they switched matter-of-factly to
British-accented English, which most of
them had learned at a nearby British
mission school. Ali and his family are
Maronite Christians; their forefathers
had escaped to the mountains in the
seventh century, when the tide of Mo-
hammedanism swept over the coastal
plains. But there were a few Moslem
friends present, drinking lemonade in-
stead of arrak. They all got along fine.
An old man wearing baggy pants, white
socks, and carpet slippers said that things
were very bad in the south, where he
lived. “There are agitators who tell the
people that the Russians will be coming
next year. They urge people to join
the Communist Party, and promise a
house to everybody who joins now. Peo-
ple are stupid and believe them. One
house in my village has already been
promised to thirty different people.”
(Lebanon’s Communist Party is illegal

and underground. Until last year, it

accepted few new members, and the

entire Party strength, an estimated |

five thousand, was molded into hard
cadres, but now an energetic mem-
bership drive is under way in the vil-
lages and in Beirut, where there are
fifty thousand unemployed white-collar
workers. Communism is also spread-
ing among the Armenians, in their
desolate shanty towns, and among
members of the Greek Orthodox
Church, who regard Russia as their god-
mother.)

An old, clean-shaven man in an
American-looking suit spoke up, and
everybody listened respectfully. Ali
whispered to me that after living for
thirty-two years in New Jersey the old
man had returned to his native village
to spend the evening of his life lording
it over his friends and relatives. “Too
much politics in Lebanon,” he said.
“Too many bureaucrats for a small
country. Too many speculators and
guys who want to get rich quick. People
in Beirut build apartment houses and
invest their money in big deals that bring
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6 WOMEN USED IT
6 DIFFERENT WAYS

One woman used it to give utter distinc-
tion to a modern fireplace wall

e For a second it solved the problem of
a rather ugly round post in the foyer.

o A third panelled her entire living
room walls with it.

5 A fourth, ultra-modern, was able to
break out of the confines of parallel
walls; and design an interior with curves,
rounds and irregular shapes.

o A fifth used it on straight lines for
stunning effects.

o A sixth used it for brilliant beauty, in
the well of an open staircase.
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flexible form. Available in 40 exotic and
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by designers and decorators, by home
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a fast return. Real-estate prices have
shot up as much as three thousand per
cent. Moneylenders now charge
twenty-five-per-cent interest on a nine-
ty-day loan. The electric-power supply
is always breaking down, but no one
bothers to invest money in new utilities.
Back in New Jersey, we sometimes
thought things were bad. But the
lobbyists and politicians here! A bunch
of guys who want to get rich while they
are in power. There is too wide a gap
between the government and the peo-
ple. The government is only interested
in keeping the status quo. The people
are ahead of their leaders, but they can’t
voice their opinions.”

Ali disagreed cautiously. “The 1947
election was rigged, all right,” he said,
“but last year’s election was honest.
Even the people who were beaten ad-
mit that. We’re making progress all the
time.”

The old man remained unconvinced.
“The younger generation!” he said.
“What do they care about good gov-
ernment? They leave their villages and
go into the citv to get rich quick.”

T was after midnight when Ali took
me back to Beirut. The moon shone
over the mountain ranges, and the pines
and stone terraces threw deep shadows.
Down in the valley were the blinking
lights of the city. It would have been a
pleasanter ride if Ali hadn’t insisted on
coasting the whole way down, with the
engine off, and it would have been an
altogether delightful ride if he had put
on his lights. But he didn’t. It would
have been a ridiculous waste of elec-
tricity on such a beautiful night, he said;
lights were for sissies. Somehow, he got
me safely to my hotel. I went to bed
right away, but I slept fitfully. Once I
was awakened by what sounded like a
distant crash of fenders, but perhaps it

was only a bad dream.
—JoserH WWECHSBERG

THE FOREST HAUNTER

Run, run Orlando:
Carve on every tree. ..
—“As You Like It.”
No park 1s safe to which I come,
For I will scarify its trees
When my heart, literate though dumb,
Carves its amorosities.

What shall I do when still I love
And when at last I must be placed
Amid the final scribbled grove,
And all the trees defaced?
—Jane W. SteDMAN

LATE AUTUMN AT THE HOMESTEAD...

A stately Tally-ho, reminiscent of an old world of carriages
and matched teams, carries its passengers down a mountain
road and off into the bluish haze of the Alleghanies.. .

Ny The gentle melodies of a siring ensemble and the
* crispness of Autumn in Virginia add to the pleasure
of afternoon tea before a great fireplace .. .

Late Autumn at The Homestead is so satisfying and relaxing
that many who know this famous Resort
and Spa best regularly choose this

season for their visits. Address
The Homestead, Hot Springs, Va., for
illustrated folder and for reservations.
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“Grasshopper”
cocktail?

WORLD FAMOUS LIQUEURS

Order it at your favorite bar — then mix it at home.
But remember — to get the original and authentic
“Grasshopper”, you must use BOLS-Liqueurs,

13 Bols Green Creme de Menthe; ¥z Bols White
Creme de Cacao; '3 Light Cream. Shake with
ice and strain into shallow cocktail glass.

Distributed by Bols Dist. Co., Inc., 350 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y.
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